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2010 Matriculation Ceremony
Sept. 1, 2010, Miller Auditorium
(Processional)
President Dunn
• Good morning. I'm John M. Dunn, president of Western Michigan University-your University. It's my pleasure today to say, "Welcome to the Class of 2014" and
welcome to new transfer students and international students. You, and your families,
too, are now part of the Bronco family.
• Today marks the start of your Western Michigan University tradition. This is the
first official gathering of the Class of 2014. This is your chance to make your first
statement as a class and your chance get to know some of the faculty--the people
who will have an enormous impact on your life.
•The first thing I want to do is let you know about a few of the people who are here
on the stage this morning. They are committed to ensuring your college career gets
off to a good start. They want to make sure you enjoy success while you are here
with us.
• A few of these people you will hear from in a few moments, but let me briefly tell
you who is here and ask them to stand and be recognized.
-Larry Tolbert, chair of the Western Michigan University Board of Trustees
-Bobby Hopewell, mayor of Kalamazoo
-Our Chief Academic Officer and Provost, Dr. Timothy Greene
-Vice President Diane Anderson
-Dr. Peter Krawutschke, president of the Faculty Senate
-Members of the University's senior leadership team
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-Representatives of our staff and student government
-Our deans and associate deans who lead our individual colleges
-And finally--and most important, the people who will play the most critical
role in your studies and who serve as the heart of this institution--members of
the faculty of Western Michigan University.
We have some interesting messages to share with you today. One of them is about
seizing opportunities.
This is a full week and tonight, you'll have an opportunity for a late night 3K run on
campus--Buster's Moonlight Stampede. It's a fun event, and last year, I couldn't
resist taking part as well. So I showed up in my t-shirt and running shorts. One
young man--obviously mindful of our instructions to reach out and meet new
people--said hello and asked if I was a prof. I couldn't resist. "No, I'm a freshman," I
said. He was startled, but decided to take it in stride. We chatted and exchanged
comments throughout the run. Finally, as the run was ending, I decided to confess
my ruse.
Because that student was open and ready to be inquisitive and open to a
conversation with someone new, he got the unexpected opportunity to take part in
some lighthearted banter with his new university president.
Opportunities--the kind you expect and those that are unexpected--that's what I want
you to be on the lookout for. That's what today's ceremony is all about. The ability
to recognize and use unexpected opportunities is central to getting the maximum out
of being a student. Think carefully about what is ahead. As you take the academic
pledge this morning, think about how you can use that pledge to get the most out of
your years here.
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You are about to be formally inducted as students of this great university. This is a
bookend, if you will--a formal ceremony that begins a journey that will end four
years from now in this same place at commencement, as you walk across this stage,
hear your name announced and accept a diploma that will be your hard-earned ticket
to future opportunities.
On that day, you'll feel relieved, proud and full of yourselves. You'll feel like you
own the world--and you will. You will have earned those feelings. The journey to
that moment begins this morning.
You may already know what you want to do after you graduate. You may think you
already have things all figured out. Or you may be unsure of your goals and your
path forward. Either way, though, you expect to have certain opportunities as a
student here. You came here with high expectations of us, and we will fulfill them.
Let's call those "expected opportunities."
But it will be the things you don't expect that may, in the end, have the most lasting
affect on your future. The coming years will be full of unexpected opportunities and
ideas. My message to you this morning is to leave yourself wide open--to breathe
deep and literally inhale all there is to take in.
You will have unexpected opportunities to:
• Challenge your own core beliefs and cause you to embrace them anew or develop
new ones;
• Meet and develop relationships with people from backgrounds and cultures you
cannot imagine as you sit here this morning; and
• Consider ideas that will startle you and others that will comfort you; and
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• Contribute your own innovative ideas and discoveries to the body of knowledge
that exists today.
So, what do you have to do to make the most of these unexpected opportunities?
That's what this morning is about.
You already know the basics. You'll go to class, find and use the library, and take
advantage of advising and career exploration options. That is expected. But if you
are going to take advantage of all the unexpected opportunities and be part of the
learning process, you have to do more.
1) Ask questions. Start on your first day of class and don't be afraid to be the first
to ask a question. I guarantee if you want an answer, there are others in the
class who wonder the same thing but may not be willing to ask.
2) Find a path that is broader than the one you envision right now. That means
sampling the incredible range of Registered Student Organizations--RSOs-that exist and attending the lectures, athletic events, concerts and readings that
happen every day on this campus.
3) Sustain your current friendships, but don't let them prevent you from getting
to know other people.
4) Enjoy yourself, but do so responsibly. We want you to have fun while you're
here, but moderation is a good approach for all the unexpected opportunities
you'll encounter.
5) Remember that learning is an intensely personal process, but you must learn
to hear challenges to the ideas and values you hold dear, but not take those
challenges personally.
6) And finally, take chances. I'm not suggesting risky behavior here. I'm
suggesting risky ways of thinking. Be willing to consider and weigh views.
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Be ready to champion and defend what you find true. But most of all, be on
the lookout for the unexpected opportunity. It will help you accomplish things
you have not yet considered and solve problems not yet discovered.
To paraphrase the words of Thomas Edison, 'If there is a way to do something...
find it!'
Welcome to this University community. We are delighted to have you here and
eager to hear your ideas.
(Closing set-up for Trustee Tolbert)
Today, you begin your time not only as a member of this University community, but
also as a new member of the Kalamazoo community. There is a special bond
between this University and the city that is its home. Here to tell you a little about
this relationship is the chair of the Western Michigan University Board of Trustees,
Mr. Larry Tolbert.
Larry Tolbert
Thank you, Dr. Dunn. I am a member of WMU's governing board, a resident of
Kalamazoo, a WMU alumnus and someone who deeply loves this University. As
someone who connects with WMU on all those levels, I want to say "Welcome."
Each one of you has made a good decision. And I guarantee that all of the members
of this University community and the community that surrounds it want you to
succeed. We want you to carry fond memories of WMU and Kalamazoo with you
for the rest of your lives.
This is a community wrapped up in its University. This University is here because
the community actively petitioned the state 106 years ago and successfully made the
case that this was a city that could be home to a spectacular institution--one that
could grow into a major national research university.
Many of you have told us when you first came to campus for a visit, it just felt right.
It fit. That "fit" is one of those intangible qualities we know will help you settle in
quickly and thrive in your life as a WMU student. I think many of you will find that
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same sense of "fit" in the Kalamazoo community. More than a few people have
come to WMU, fell in love with this community and stayed to build their futures
here. I suspect many of you will do so as well. But for the next few years, ALL of
you will be important members of this community.
Now, to help you get an even better understanding of the ties between the city and
University community, we have a special guest from the community. I can assure
you that at most colleges and universities, the mayor of the local community is an
unknown figure to the students. That's not the case here. We have a mayor who is
frequently seen at campus events. He is a major advocate for Western Michigan
University and a fan of our students' achievements.
You may have seen him on "American Idol," for instance, when he flew to
California to support his friend, WMU alum and local performer Matt Geraud. You
may have seen him on Fox News or read an interview in which he extolled the
qualities of his beloved city.
Our mayor was born and raised in this city and has been Kalamazoo's leader and its
biggest booster for the past three years. When we asked him to come and speak with
you today, he agreed immediately. Transfer students, international students,
members of the Class of 2014, please join me in welcoming Mayor Bobby
Hopewell.
Bobby Hopewell
(Hopewell to provide own remarks)
Diane Anderson
Thank you, Mayor Hopewell. …. I'm Diane Anderson and I'm the University's vice
president for student affairs. I'm looking forward to getting to know each of you in
the coming years. And I'm looking forward to helping you discover those
opportunities President Dunn just mentioned.
Here's one of those opportunities to keep your eye on. If you have an interest in
politics and public service, there's a wonderful place here at WMU for you to get
started. The Western Student Association is WMU's undergraduate student
government body and sometimes serves as a training ground for political life. As a
matter of fact, those of us who live in Michigan's 60th house district just voted in the
primary elections this month and two of the three candidates on one slate were
former WSA presidents. One of them won the primary. The other has gone on to
become campaign manager to a legislative candidate in another district.
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This year, the president of WSA is a senior from Dearborn, Mich. He is a public
relations major headed for a career in nonprofit leadership. He can't wait to bring
you into the body of students who are active on campus. Please welcome Aaron
Booth president of the Western Student Association.
Aaron Booth speaks for about five minutes.
Diane Anderson: Thank you, Aaron. Students, you've listened politely to a number
of speakers this morning, but now we want to change things up a bit and let you
approach the start of your college career from a different perspective with the help
of two very talented people.
The Kinetic Affect combines the voices of two men--Gabriel Giron and Kirk
Latimer--from very different walks of life. They've been featured on "America's Got
Talent," on the Apollo stage in New York and in a new television show called
Kinetic Affect Live.
The poetry they've created is intended to challenge you, push the boundaries,
embrace differences and help you think seriously about local and global issues. You
know, that's not a bad description of what your next four years will be all about.
Please join me in welcoming Gabriel Giron and Kirk Latimer--the voices of The
Kinetic Affect.
(Diane returns to podium and introduces Peter K)
Now, it is time for your formal induction as students of this University. Dr. Peter
Krawutschke is president of the Faculty Senate and the perfect person to guide you
through this life-changing moment in your life. Please welcome Dr. Krawutschke.
Peter Krawutschke
Students, this is it. You've met the requirements and been accepted at Western
Michigan University to begin work toward a bachelor's degree. For many that will
mean professional preparation for a career that might begin right after graduation.
Others will seek the bachelor's degree as the first step in earning advanced degrees.
A few of you entrepreneurial types, may discover your life's calling as an
undergraduate and begin a business while you're completing your studies. It happens
occasionally. For all of you, it is our hope and belief that the experiences you are
7

about to share with each other and with your faculty mentors will be the start of
lifelong habits of inquiry, analysis and critical thinking.
Being a student at this university offers a blend of opportunity and privilege. Being
a WMU student also requires that you fulfill the responsibilities that are part of
being a member of a learning community. This morning we will ask you to pledge
your willingness to act with honesty and integrity; to treat others with respect and
civility; and to exhibit ethical behavior in everything that you do. The pledge we
ask you to take today will reflect a view of inquiry and learning that takes place in
the classroom and in the laboratory, but also extends to every aspect of your lives.
We will ask you to strive for achievement that will not only benefit you personally
but also will help make our world a better place.
The pin you have received and will now be eligible to wear is a reminder and a
symbol of the promises you make today and the promises this University, in turn,
makes to you.
We promise you the freedom to explore new ideas, identify your values, formulate
your dreams and find your passion. And we promise you the tools, techniques and
encouragement you need to pursue your dreams. Finally, we pledge that the degree
you earn here will increase in value with every passing year.
(Introduction of incoming students to the deans--as each group is asked to rise, the
appropriate dean joins the provost at the podium to give a one-sentence welcome.)
And now you are about to formally become WMU students. The first step is to meet
the deans of your respective colleges. I'd like to ask the deans to join me here
behind the podium and step forward to give a brief welcome as students in your
colleges are introduced.
(Deans their new students. Below are suggested brief welcomes as examples, but
deans may certainly insert their own language,)
• Will those beginning their studies in the College of Arts and Sciences please rise
and meet
Dr. Alex Enyedi, dean of the college.
Enyedi: On behalf of the faculty, staff and students of the College of Arts and
Sciences, I welcome you to our programs. Please be seated.
• Students in the College of Aviation, please rise.
Captain David Powell, please welcome your new students.
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Powell: It is my honor and great pleasure to welcome you as new students in the
College of Aviation. Please be seated.
• Students enrolling in the College of Education please rise.
Dr. John Wheeler, I present new transfer students and members of your college's
Class of 2014.
Wheeler: Welcome students. You are now part of the learning community that is the
College of Education. Please be seated.
• Students in the College of Engineering and Applied Sciences, please rise.
Dr. Anthony Vizzini, please welcome your college's new students.
Vizzini: It gives me great pleasure to welcome you on behalf of our faculty, staff
and students to the College of Engineering and Applied Sciences. Please be seated.
• Those beginning their studies in the College of Fine Arts, please rise.
Dr. Margaret Merrion, please greet your college's newest students.
Merrion: I join our faculty staff and students in welcoming you as new students of
the College of Fine Arts. Please be seated.
• Will those enrolling in the Haworth College of Business please rise.
Dr. Kay Palan, these students are beginning their studies in your college.
Palan: Welcome students. You are now full members of the Haworth College of
Business. Please be seated.
• New students in the College of Health and Human Services, please rise.
Dr. Earlie Washington, it's my pleasure to present transfer students and freshmen
students in your college.
Washington: On behalf of our faculty, staff and students, welcome to the College of
Health and Human Services.
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• Those of you who have yet to select a college and will be exploring your options
across the breadth of our academic programs, please rise.
Dr. David Reinhold, associate provost for assessment and undergraduate programs,
it is my pleasure to present to you members of the Class of 2014.
Reinhold: Welcome students. You are now a member of the WMU student body.
Please be seated.
• In addition to entering one of our degree-granting colleges, many of you are
international students who have chosen not only our university but also our nation as
the place to begin your college careers. Will the international students in the
audience please rise and meet Dr. Donald McCloud, dean of international studies.
McCloud: International students, welcome to Western Michigan University and
welcome to the United States.
• Some of you have made the decision to accept the challenge of membership in our
Lee Honors College. If you've have been accepted as a member of the Lee Honors
College please rise, again.
Dr. Nicholas Andreadis, allow me to introduce new members of your college.
Andreadis: It is my pleasure to welcome you to the Lee Honors College.
Peter K: Lee Honors Members, please remain standing. All other members of the
Class of 2014 and transfer students, please stand once more.
Now that you have met your deans and are ready to begin your studies, I ask each of
you to take out the pin you received on your way into the ceremony this morning.
Remember, I said that pin is a symbol of what is to come and what we will ask you
to pledge today. Please now remove it from the card and pin it on your left side.
And now, I will read the academic pledge we ask you to make as you begin your
university career. After I have read each charge, please respond with “We do.”
• Do you commit to pursue your studies with diligence and integrity,
acknowledging that higher education embodies both responsibilities and
opportunities, and to strive for honesty and authenticity in all that you do?
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• Do you commit to seek opportunities for intellectual and personal growth,
developing your understanding, skills and abilities, for your own success, as
well as for the betterment of our community and the world?
• Do you commit to treat yourselves and others with respect and honor, and to
exemplify the high standards of Western Michigan University?
• Do you commit to strive energetically to complete your academic journey
toward graduation at Western Michigan University?
Please now join all of us in singing the Western Michigan University "Alma Mater"
followed by the "WMU Fight Song." If you haven't yet mastered the words, don't
worry. You can find them in your program. Those words will soon be second nature
to you.
(Following the singing)
On behalf of the faculty of Western Michigan University, congratulations. We wish
you success, and a lifetime of personal and professional achievement and happiness.
(Anderson returns to podium)
Anderson--Thank you, Dr. Krawutschke. Let me add my congratulations as well. I
look forward to seeing you often in the future as you get to know the campus and
your new community. We're just about done, now. We'd all like to thank Kappa
Kappa Psi for providing the music this morning and the staff of Miller Auditorium
for its support in planning today's event.
We will now recess. Please stay seated until the platform party has left the stage.
Then, we invite you to Fountain Plaza--right outside the auditorium--for Pizza with
the Profs.
I've been asked to share a few hits to help you quickly find your way.
• First, you'll need to take out your IDs and have them ready to swipe at the doors
• Be sure to pick up a map and "prof chat sheet" on your way out so you can locate
your college, have lunch with a professor, and have the professor sign your sheet.
Don't forget to drop it in one of the buckets so you are entered in the raffle later
today for a chance to win an iPod Touch. You must be present at the Risky Business
show to win.
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• There are pizza stations at EACH tent...so, go find your tent and get some pizza
there
• University Curriculum students, you should plan to visit different tents or talk with
professors who are in an area in which you are interested
• There is also a tent for First-Year Seminar instructors and Academic Support
Services
• ALL College of Engineering and Applied Sciences students should go to Knauss
Hall, as your Pizza with the Profs will take place there. The cafeterias are closed and
this is the only place lunch is offered today.
• Classroom tours will depart at 11:30 a.m. and 12:15 p.m. in front of Sprau Tour. If
you want to find some of your classrooms, join an Ambassador at these times to help
you locate them.
Thank you for entrusting your future to Western Michigan University. Welcome to
campus. Welcome to Kalamazoo. Go Broncos!
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